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Hoyland  Nether  Urban  District  Council. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  REPORT,  1945. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hoyland  Nether 

Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Conditions  of  your  District  for  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1945. 

The  Death  Rate  is  9-09  per  1,000  population  living  per  annum. 
This  figure  is  0-99  lower  than  the  Death  Rate  for  1944.  The  Birth 
Rate  of  19’75  is  2-08  lower  than  that  of  the  previous  year.  A study  of 
Table  II  reveals  two  important  facts : 

(1).  Only  25  of  the  132  deaths  returned  occurred  below  the 
age  of  45  years.  Of  these  12  occurred  before  one  year  of  age.  From 
one  to  25  years  of  age  there  are  only  2 deaths — both  as  the  result  of 
road  accidents.  Between  25  and  45  years  there  are  11  deaths  returned. 
If  we  take  this  figure  as  one,  there  are  roughly  three  times  that  number 
of  deaths  between  45  and  65  years  of  age  and  six  times  that  number 
from  65  years  of  age  onwards. 
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These  figures  show  that  whilst  the  expectation  of  life  is  higher 
and  the  mortality  rate  amongst  schoolchildren  and  adolescents  has  been 
drastically  reduced,  the  infantile  mortality  rate  is  far  too  high.  Of  the 
twelve  deaths  returned  under  one  year  of  age,  apart  from  4 due  to 
congenital  causes,  .7  are  due  to  various  infections,  mainly  pulmonary, 
and  one  due  to  rickets.  That  in  this  supposedly  enlightened  age  any 
child  should  be  allowed  to  become  so  severely  affected  by  rickets  as  to 
succumb  reveals  an  appalling  state  of  ignorance  or  indifference.  In 
these  days  there  should  be  no  such  disease  as  rickets.  The  fact  that 
there  are  7 deaths  mainly  due  to  chest  complaints  points  to  the  need 
for  greater  care  in  those  babies  suffering  from  colds  and  coughs.  A 
cold  in  a young  infant  is  as  dangerous  as  an  attack  of  bronchitis  in  an 
adult,  especially  if  the  infant  is  premature.  It  is  of  little  use  to  urge 
an  increase  in  the  birth  rate  if  a high  proportion  of  those  children  born 
alive  succumb  in  the  first  year  of  life. 

(2).  Table  II  reveals  that  the  major  causes  of  death  were  in 

the  following  order: Heart  disease  40;  Cancer  22  ; Respiratory 

complaints  19  ; Tuberculosis  5.  Whilst  there  is  still  a high  mortality 
as  the  result  of  cancer  there  are  nearly  as  many  deaths  from  respiratory 
complaints  and  twice  that  number  as  the  result  of  heart  disease. 

Heart  disease  is  increasing  and  this  fact  gives  a sharp  reminder 
that  it  is  of  little  use  to  raise  the  expectation  of  life  if  those  who 
survive  are  disabled  for  the  greater  part  of  their  existence. 

Rheumatism  is  becoming  distressingly  common,  and  ‘ tonsilitis  ’ 
and  ‘growing  pains’  should  never  be  ignored  or  treated  lightly. 
Adequate  rest  and  proper  treatment  at  a critical  time  saves  many  from 
years  of  disability  through  heart  disease. 
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An  encouraging  factor  is  the  small  number  of  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis.  Mass  radiography  with  expert  treatment  can  do  much 
to  stamp  out  this  foul  disease.  Preventive  measures,  early  diagnosis 
and  an  X-ray  examination  in  all  doubtful  cases  are  absolutely  essential* 


HEALTH  CAMPAIGN. 


During  the  four  weeks  commencing  Friday,  March  16th,  1945, 
a Health  Campaign  was  organised  in  the  Township  in  co-operation 
with  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education. 

The  Campaign  was  preceded  by  a Meeting  at  which  represen- 
tatives of  all  sections  of  the  community  were  present.  The  Chairman 
of  the  Health  Committee,  assisted  by  myself,  outlined  the  scope  of  the 
proposed  campaign.  A discussion  followed  and  all  those  present 
promised  every  assistance.  The  Campaign  covered  a varied  field  in 

Public  Health,  namely: (a)  The  prevention  and  cure  of  Venereal 

Disease;  (b)  Diphtheria  Immunisation  ; (c)  Child  Welfare  ; (d)  Health 
of  the  Schoolchild. 

(a)  On  March  18th  a Film  dealing  with  the  subject  of  Venereal 
Disease  was  shown  at  the  Cinema  House,  Hoyland.  Dr.  Burgess,  of 
County  Hall,  Wakefield,  gave  an  excellent  and  informative  Lecture. 
Over  400  people  attended,  including  many  young  people.  Relevant 
literature  was  distributed  beforehand.  The  only  disappointing  feature 
was  the  almost  complete  absence  of  discussion.  This  leads  to  the 
conclusion  that  whilst  a film  show  such  as  this  is  an  excellent  method 
of  giving  information  to  a large  number  of  people,  there  is  also  a great 
need  for  lectures  to  be  given  to  small  groups  so  that  discussion  may  be 
encouraged.  The  crying  need  in  the  prevention  and  early  treatment 
of  Venereal  Disease  is  to  remove  the  subject  from  the  realm  of  taboo 
and  prejudice.  Whilst  no  excuse  can  be  made,  nor  intended,  for 
immorality,  the  greatest  stumbling  block  to  its  detection  and  extinction 
is  the  pious  attitude  adopted  towards  sufferers  by  the  average  citizen. 

(b)  During  the  four  weeks  of  the  Campaign,  by  means  of 
advertisements  in  the  local  press,  posters,  and  the  showing  of  slides  in 
all  the  local  cinemas  pointing  out  the  benefits  of  Diphtheria 
Immunisation,  parents  and  guardians  were  urged  to  have  their 
children  inoculated. 

(c)  Films  were  shown  at  the  Hoyland  Nether  and  Hoyland 
Common  Child  Welfare  Centres  relating  to  the  advantages  of  breast 
feeding  and  dealing  with  various  aspects  of  Child  Welfare.  Literature 
was  distributed  to  the  mothers  with  special  reference  to  measles  and 
whooping  cough.  The  showing  of  the  films  proved  disappointing  as 
few  mothers  attended,  mainly,  I think,  because  they  had  not  enough 
time  to  spare.  This  suggests  that  other  means  must  be  found  to  give 
helpful  information  to  the  mothers,  so  that  their  co-operation  may  be 
encouraged. 
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(d)  All  the  Schools  in  the  District  with  the  exception  of  the 
Infant  Departments  received  a visit  from  the  Film  Unit.  Films  were 
shown  dealing  with : — (1)  Posture;  (2)  Head  Lice;  (3)  Care  of  the 
Skin  ; (4)  General  Health  Rules.  The  children  thoroughly  enjoyed 
the  film  shows.  To  assess  how  much  of  the  subject  matter  had  been 
retained  and  also  which  subjects  had  had  the  most  appeal  an  essay 
competition  was  organised.  The  best  essays  from  each  school  were 
chosen  by  the  head  teachers  and  sent  to  me  to  make  the  final  selection. 
One  essay  was  selected  from  each  school  and  a prize  of  5/-  was  awarded 
to  each  successful  competitor.  The  essays  showed  that  the  greatest 
appeal  lay  in  films  which,  besides  pointing  a moral,  also  had  entertain- 
ment value.  I feel  that  there  is  a great  future  for  the  presentation  of 
Health  subjects  to  schoolchildren  by  means  of  films. 


As  a whole  the  Health  Campaign  proved  successful  and  gave 
encouragement  for  similar  efforts  in  the  future.  It  showed  that  the 
general  public  are  interested  in  preventive  medicine  and  that  if  the 
subject  is  presented  clearly  and  intelligently  they  will  give  their  whole- 
hearted co-operation.  This  latter  point  I regard  as  of  great  importance 
for  I am  little  in  favour  of  people  being  compelled  to  be  X-rayed  and 
inoculated  and  to  subject  themselves  to  all  the  other  preventive 
measures  against  disease.  Free  and  intelligent  co-operation  on  the 
part  of  the  man-in-the-street  may  take  longer  to  establish  but  I am 
convinced  that  the  results  obtained  will  be  well  worth  the  initial  spade 
work. 


STATISTICS  AND 

SOCIAL 

CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA. 

(«) 

AREA. 
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The  area  of  the  district  is 

as  follows 

Ward. 

Area  in  Acres. 

Hoyland  ... 

• • • 

259 

Hoyland  Common  ... 

• * • 

374 

St.  Peter’s 

• • • 

744 

Elsecar 

• ♦ • 

622 

Total 

1,999 
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(b)  POPULATION. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimated  mid-summer  population  for 
1945  is  14,520. 

The  natural  increase  (i.e.,  excess  of  births  over  deaths)  was  152, 


(c)  NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  in 


each  Ward  at  the  31st  December,  1945 
Ward. 

Hoyland  ... 

Hoyland  Common  ... 

St.  Peter’s 
Elsecar  ... 


Number  of  Houses. 
1,034 
1,127 
1,039 
1,020 


Total 


4,250 


(d)  RATEABLE  VALUE. 

The  rateable  value  of  the  district  at  the  close  of  the  year  was 
£50,472,  and  the  amount  produced  by  a penny  rate  was  £189. 


(e)  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Table  I shows  the  vital  statistics  of  the  district  as  compared 
with  those  of  England  and  Wales,  London,  126  great  towns  and  148 
smaller  towns. 

(1) .  Deaths. 

Table  II  shows  the  causes  of  death  of  residents  belonging  to 
the  district  as  registered  during  1945.  This  table  is  amended  for 
outward  and  inward  transfers. 

The  General  Death  Rate  is  9*09  per  1,000  population. 

(2) .  Births. 

During  the  year  1945,  152  male  births  and  132  female  births, 
making  a total  of  284  births,  were  registered,  of  which  18  male  births 
and  10  female  births  were  illegitimate. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  is  19  75  per  1,000  estimated 
resident  population,  as  compared  with  21-83  for  the  year  1944. 


TABLE  I.  Comparative  Table  of  Life  Statistics. 


England 

and 

Wales 

9 

126 

County 
Boroughs 
and  Great 
Towns 
including 
London 

148 

Smaller 

Towns 

(Resident 

Populat’ns 

25.000  to 

50.000  at 
1931 

Census) 

London 

Adminis- 

trative 

County 

Hoyland 

Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population 

BIRTHS:— 

Live 

16-1 

19-1 

19-2 

15-7 

19-75 

Still 

0-46 

0-58 

0-53 

0-40 

0-47 

DEATHS 

, 

All  Causes 

11-4 

13-5 

12-3 

13-8 

9-09 

Typhoid  and 

Paratyphoid  Fevers  . . 

0-00 

0-00 

o-oo 

o-oo 

1 

Small-Pox 

— 









Measles 

0-02 

0-02 

0-02 

o-oi 

■ 

Scarlet  Fever . . 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

o-oo 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

0-02 

0-02 

o-oi 

0-02 

0-06 

Diphtheria 

0-02 

0-02 

0-02 

0-01 

— 

Influenza 

0-08 

0-07 

0-07 

0-07 

% 

0-13 

NOTIFICATIONS:— 

Small-Pox 

0-00 

0-00 



0 00 



Scarlet  Fever . . 

1-89 

2-02 

2-03 

1-57 

2-41 

Diphtheria 

0-46 

0-62 

0-56 

0-31 

0-68 

Erysipelas 

0-25 

0-28 

0-24 

0-31 

0-96 

Pneumonia  . . 

0-87 

1-03 

0-72 

0-78 

3-16 

Measles 

11-67 

10-89 

11-19 

9-03 

42-21 

Whooping  Cough 

1-64 

1-65 

1-47 

1-25 

7-57 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

0-05 

005 

0-05 

0-06 

0-06 

Typhoid  Fever 

o-oi 

0-01 

001 

0 01 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever  . . 

0-01 

0-00 

001 

0-00 

— 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births 

Deaths  under  1 year 

of  age 

46 

54 

43 

53 

42-25 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 

and  Enteritis  under 

2 years  of  age 

5-6 

7-8 

4-5 

7-6 

3-52 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (i 

.e.,  Live  and  Still) 

(a)  NOTIFICATIONS:— 

Puerperal  Fever  ) . . 

j 3-60 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  J . . 

9-93 

12-65 

8-81 

1 15-87 

o-oo 

(b)  MATERNAL  MORTALITY— England  and  Wales  : — 


No.  140 
Abortion  with 
Sepsis 

No.  141 

Abortion  without 
Sepsis 

No.  147 
Puerperal 
Infections 

Nos.  142-6 
148-150 
Others 

0-25 

0-08 

0-24 

1-22 

HOYLAND 

— 

— 

3-43 

ABORTION — Mortality  per  Million  Women  aged  15-45— England  & Wales: — 

No.  140  with  Sepsis 

No.  141  without  Sepsis 

18 

6 

HOYLAND  : — 

— 

— 

TABLE  II.  Causes  of,  Ages  at,  and  Distribution  of  Deaths  during  the  Year  1945. 
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(8).  Still  Births. 

There  were  8 male  and  4 female  still  births  out  of  a total  of 
291  (live  and  still)  births.  This  yields  a Rate  of  24-06  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births.  All  the  still  births  were  legitimate. 


(4).  Infantile  Mortality. 

Table  III  shows  the  causes  of,  and  age  at  death,  of  infants 
under  one  year  of  age  during  1945.  A total  of  12  deaths  of  infants 
under  one  year  of  age  gives  an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  42-25  per 
1,000  registered  live  births.  The  figure  for  1944  was  44-30  per  1,000 
live  births. 

One  illegitimate  infant  under  one  year  of  age  died  during  the 

year. 


(5).  Maternal  Mortality. 

There  has  been  one  death  during  the  year  due  to  Maternal 
causes,  which  yields  a Death  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 
of  8-43. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

During  the  year,  the  following  Ambulances  have  been  available 
for  the  use  of  the  residents  of  the  Township : — 

The  Elsecar  Miners’  Welfare  Ambulance  ; the  Sheffield 
Voluntary  Hospitals  Ambulances  ; and  the  Wath  Wood  Isolation 
Hospital  Ambulance  for  notified  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  County  Laboratory  at  Wakefield  is  available  for  the 
examination  of  specimens  of  sputum,  blood,  swabs,  and  also  a limited 
number  of  samples  of  milk.  The  chemical  analysis  of  samples  of  milk 
obtained  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  is  carried  out  by  the 
County  Analyst  at  Bradford. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 

DISTRICT. 

Details  of  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Section  of  the  Department 
are  given  in  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  following  Report  is  submitted  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Shephard,  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor  : — 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  FOR 

THE  YEAR  1945. 

There  have  been  no  alterations  or  additions  to  the  main  sewers 
in  the  district  during  the  year.  Inspections  have  been  made  from  time 
to  time  in  the  stormwater  overflows  and  the  manholes  throughout  the 
district.  Stoppages  have  occurred  and  have  been  remedied,  but  no 
serious  flooding  took  place  during  the  year. 

ELSECAR  SEWAGE  WORKS. 

No  complaints  have  been  received  from  the  West  Riding  Rivers 
Board  and  the  standard  of  effluent  has  continued  to  be  good.  A.  new 
pump  has  been  provided  and  the  old  one  has  continued  to  be  good.  A 
new  board  has  been  provided  and  the  old  one  is  to  be  reconditioned 
and  retained  as  a standby  in  case  of  breakdown.  Improvements  have 
been  made  generally  to  the  works  by  laying  down  permanent  footpaths 
and  so  improving  the  cleanliness  of  the  site. 

SHORTWOOD  SEWAGE  WORKS. 

These  works  continue  to  function  satisfactorily  and  a good 
effluent  has  been  maintained. 

HOYLAND  COMMON  PUMPING  STATION. 

Very  little  trouble  has  been  experienced,  and  only  minor 
adjustments  and  repairs  have  been  necessary  during  the  year  in  order 
to  maintain  a satisfactory  service. 

GENERAL. 

One  hundred  and  forty-nine  private  drains  were  attended  to 
during  the  year. 

There  was  a small  number  of  allotment  holders  who  requested 
sludge  from  the  sewage  works.  Farmers  carried  away  a considerable 
quantity  which  assisted  considerably. 

The  rainfall  and  temperature  recordings  were  again  regularly 
taken  every  twenty-four  hours  at  the  Elsecar  Works  and  are  shown  on 
the  table  appended  hereto. 
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RAINFALL  AND  TEMPERATURES 
FOR  1945. 

Temperatures. 


Month. 

Rainfall. 

Maximum. 

Minimum. 

January 

1-91  inches 

46  degrees 

12  degrees 

February 

1*75  „ 

54 

?> 

32  „ 

March 

•46  „ 

58 

)> 

40  „ 

April 

L60  „ 

68 

>> 

34  „ 

May 

8-05  „ 

69 

>> 

30  „ 

June 

2*33  „ 

76 

48  „ 

July 

1-92  „ 

78 

>> 

50  „ 

August 

2*41  „ 

76 

>> 

52  „ 

September 

*74  „ 

68 

* f 

46  „ 

October 

3-59  „ 

62 

?> 

40  „ 

November 

•29  „ 

54 

J 9 

34  „ 

December 

M7  „ 

50 

)} 

rs 

«\ 

05 

CO 

Total  Rainfall 

for  1945 

2D22  inches 

(Temperatures  taken  in  the  shade). 


Hottest  day  in  1945  ...  78  degrees  ...  July  15th. 

Hottest  days  in  1944  ...  74  degrees  ...  May  80th  and  August  16th, 

17th  and  19th. 

Coldest  day  in  1945  ...  12  degrees  ...  January  25th. 

Coldest  days  in  1944  ...  26  degrees  ...  December  27th  and 

February  29th. 

Greatest  rainfall  for  1 month  in  1945  ...  3-59  inches  ...  October. 
Greatest  rainfall  for  1 month  in  1944  ...  4T0  inches  ...  January. 


Rainfall  for  1945  ...  21-22  inches. 
Rainfall  for  1944  ...  27'98  inches. 


16 


SCHOOLS. 


The  following  Report  is  submitted  by  Mr.  A.  Rayner,  the 
Divisional  Clerk,  for  the  year  ending  Blst  March,  1946. 


HOYLAND  DISTRICT  SCHOOLS. 

Report  for  the  Year  ended  3 1st  March,  1946. 

SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE. 

No.  of  No.  of  No.  on  Ave. 

Schools  Depts.  Accom.  Reg-  Attce. 

Council  Schools... 8 8 2553  1926  1688 

(Percentage  of  Average  Attendance  ...  87*70) 

Non-Provided  Schools. ..3  4 890  503  445 

(Percentage  of  Average  Attendance  ...  88*66) 

All  Schools. ..11  12  3443  2429  2133 

(Percentage  of  Average  Attendance  ...  87*83) 


PROVISION  OF  MEALS. 

The  number  of  children  taking  School  Dinners  varied  from 
week  to  week  but  a check  taken  one  day  during  February  1946  revealed 
the  following  details  : — 

No.  of  Children  No.  of  Children 
No.  of  Children  receiving  Free  receiving  Meals  Total 
in  School  Meals  for  payment 


2235 


429 


576  1005 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

(a)  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 
TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING  1945. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

There  were  35  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  during  1945,  as 
against  29  during  1944.  There  were  no  deaths.  The  following  table 
shows  the  number  of  cases  over  the  last  five  years. 

1941  ...  18 

1942  ...  49 

1943  ...  64 

1944  . ...  29 

1945  ...  35 
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The  incidence  rate  is  following  its  usual  bi-annual  rise.  In  the 
past  two  years  few  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  have  been  nursed  at  home. 
As  a mild  case  may  give  rise  to  severe  cases  in  more  susceptible 
persons,  I am  of  the  opinion  that  all  cases,  however  mild,  should  be 
admitted  to  hospital.  As  Scarlet  Fever  is  caused  by  one  of  the 
streptococcal  group  of  bacteria,  which  also  cause  Erysipelas  and 
Tonsilitis,  the  desirability  of  protecting  children,  the  chief  victims  of 
the  disease,  from  these  two  complaints  is  obvious. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

There  were  10  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  during  1945,  as 
against  12  in  1944.  All  cases  were  removed  to  hospital.  In  three 
of  these  cases  the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed  by  bacteriological 
examination.  The  annual  decline  in  the  incidence  of  Diphtheria  over 
the  past  six  years  is  therefore  continued  and  the  case  for  prophylactic 
immunisation  is  strengthened. 

The  following  table  shows  th8  number  of  cases  over  the  last 
five  years. 


1941 

• • • 

51 

1942 

, „ , 

30 

1948 

• • • 

17 

1944 

• • * 

12 

1945 

• • « 

10 

CEREBRO-  SPIN AL  FEVER. 

There  was  one  case  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  notified 
during  the  year. 

MEASLES. 

There  were  618  cases  of  Measles  notified  during  the  year,  as 
against  15  cases  notified  in  1944.  I am  afraid  that  parents  still 
regard  Measles  as  an  unavoidable  child  disease  and  do  not  realise  the 
possible  serious  after  effects  if  not  properly  treated. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

There  were  110  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  notified  during  the 
year,  as  against  22  in  1944.  It  is  not  widely  known  that  the  incidence 
and  severity  of  this  disease  can,  to  a large  extent,  be  controlled  by  the 
use  of  vaccines.  As  with  Measles,  the  disease  is  regarded  far  too 
lightly,  and  adequate  precautions  are  not  taken  by  parents  to  prevent 
its  spread. 

The  five  common  infectious  diseases  listed  in  this  section  are 
most  commonly  spread  by  droplets  of  moisture  which  are  projected 
into  the  surrounding  atmosphere  when  a person  exhales,  coughs  or 
sneezes.  I would  urge  that  at  an  early  age  all  children  should  be 
taught  the  proper  use  of  their  handkerchiefs.  All  cases  of  “ mouth- 
breathing” due  to  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  should  be  dealt  with 
as  early  as  possible. 
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(. b ) DISINFECTION. 

Disinfection  was  carried  out  at  all  houses  where  cases  of 
Cerebro- Spinal  Fever,  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  occurred,  in 
addition  to  other  premises  where  this  procedure  was  requested,  as 
follows : — 

No.  of  houses  disinfected  ...  ...  49 

No.  of  separate  rooms  disinfected  ...  98 


(c)  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

As  in  previous  years,  this  aspect  of  preventive  medicine  has 
continued  to  receive  attention. 

The  figures  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1945,  are  as 
follows : — 

Birth  to  4 years  ...  ...  ...  96 

5 to  15  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  196 

Total  number  of  Children  immunised  ...  292 

Prophylactic  immunisation  is  now  recommended  as  soon  as  a 
child  reaches  the  age  of  nine  months.  As  the  duration  of  the 
immunity  cannot  yet  be  guaranteed  to  continue  for  more  than  three 
years,  a further  protective  dose  should  be  given  about  four  years  of 
age  and  again  at  seven  or  eight  years.  Over  this  age  natural  immunity 
to  the  disease  becomes  stronger  but  a simple  test,  the  Schick  Test,  can 
be  performed  to  ascertain  whether  a child  is  immune,  and  in  doubtful 
cases,  or  where  the  test  shows  the  child  to  be  susceptible  to  the  disease, 
immunisation  is  strongly  advised.  Even  if  a child  is  known  to  be 
immune  to  Diphtheria,  all  “ sore  throats  ” should  be  fully  investigated, 
as  healthy  carriers  can  infect  unprotected  children. 

The  office  record  system  has  been  continued  and  every  effort 
has  been  made  to  make  this  as  complete  as  possible.  The  co-operation 
of  the  General  Practitioners  in  the  district  has  been  sought  to  supply 
full  details  of  children  receiving  treatment  from  them  privately  so  that 
the  information  may  be  included  in  the  office  records  and  in  most  cases 
this  has  been  forthcoming. 

School  Clinics  were  again  held  and  children  also  received 
treatment  either  at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics  or  from  their  own 
private  Doctor. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  Prophylactics  used  were  Alum 
Precipitated  Toxoid  and  Toxoid-Antitoxin-Floccules  (Suspension). 
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The  system  of  half-yearly  returns  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
instituted  in  1941,  continued  during  1945. 

The  percentage  of  the  child  population  of  the  district  immunised 
at  the  81st  December,  1945,  was  as  follows:  — 

Under  5 Between  5 and  15 

24-17%  81-51% 

u 

It  should  be  pointed  out  that  these  percentages  are  only 
approximate  and  cannot  be  strictly  correct  as  the  child  population  in 
the  different  age  groups  can  only  be  estimated. 


(d)  OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  notified  during 
the  year. 

(e)  TUBERCULOSIS. 

(1).  Public  Health  ( Tuberculosis ) Regulations,  1912. 

During  the  year  1945,  10  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were 
notified,  7 of  which  were  Pulmonary  and  3 Non-Pulmonary. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  notified  during  the  years  1941  to  1945. 


Year. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Total. 

1941  • 

V 14 

6 

20 

1942 

11 

2 

13 

1943 

11 

8 

19 

1944 

11 

3 

14 

1945 

7 

3 

10 

Table  V shows  the  age  distribution  of  the  10  new  cases  notified 
during  the  year,  and  of  5 deaths  certified  to  be  due  to  Tuberculosis. 

(2).  Public  Health  ( Tuberculosis ) Regulations,  1930. 

There  were  39  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  16  cases 
of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  on  the  register  at  31st  December  1945. 

During  the  year,  7 Pulmonary  and  3 Non-Pulmonary  cases 
were  removed  from  the  Register  for  the  following  reasons : — 


Reason. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Deaths... 

...  5 

• • • 

Discharged  Cured 

1 

3 

Left  District 

1 

• • • 

7 
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TABLE  IY.  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  duping  the  Yean  1945. 
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(8)  Public  Health  ( Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 

Regulations,  1925. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  these  Regulations  during  the 
year  1945. 


(4)  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Section  172. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  this  Section  during  the  year 

1945. 

(5) .  Prevention  of  Blindness,  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Section  176. 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Urban  District  Council  during  the 
year  1945. 

Conclusion. 

1945  has  taken  us  a step  further  in  the  field  of  preventive 
medicine  and  I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  all 
those  who  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  Health  Campaign  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year. 

The  need  to  remove  the  present  negative  attitude  to  disease 
should  be  the  constant  aim  of  all  those  concerned  with  Public  Health. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee,  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department  and  other  Officials  of 
the  Council  for  their  encouragement  and  support  in  1945. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOY  S.  L.  ALLOTT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


July,  1946. 
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Hoyland  Nether  Urban  District  Council. 


CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT,  1945. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hoyland  Nether 

Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  upon  the  Sanitary  Section 
of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1945. 

The  portion  of  the  Report  dealing  with  the  Public  Cleansing 
Service  refers  to  the  financial  year  ending  31st  March,  1946. 


VERMINOUS  HOUSES. 

During  the  year  under  review  this  matter  has  received  a very 
considerable  amount  of  attention. 

The  following  properties  were  dealt  with  during  the  year : — 


Type  of  House 

Infested 

Disinfested 

Council  Houses 

16 

16 

Other  Houses 

...  75 

75 

Houses  found  to  be 

verminous  have  been 

dealt  with  as  in 

previous  years  by  spraying 

with  a liquid  insecticide,  used  wherever 

possible  with  sulphur  compounds.  These  methods  have  met  with 
considerable  success. 


I 
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When  complaints  have  been  received  from  the  tenants  of 
Council  Houses  or  from  the  Council’s  Housing  Agent  to  the  effect  that 
houses  are  verminous  the  houses  have  been  treated  and  regular  follow- 
up visits  made.  In  most  cases  excellent  results  have  been  obtained  but 
there  are  still  tenants  who  are  apathetic  and  need  constant  pressure  in 
order  to  maintain  reasonable  cleanliness.  In  this  connection  one  is 
constantly  hearing  the  housewives’  complaint  of  the  inadequacy  of  the 
soap  ration,  and  in  view  of  the  extreme  hardness  of  the  water  supply 
(45 — 55  parts  per  100,000)  it  is  felt  that  although  uncleanliness  is  to 
be  deplored,  the  hardness  of  the  water  supply  seriously  affects  the 
value  of  the  soap  ration. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 

DISTRICT. 

(a)  WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  water  in  the  district  is  supplied  by  the  Dearne  Valley 
Water  Board,  which  is  composed  of  representatives  of  constituent 
Authorities  in  the  Dearne  valley.  The  water  supplied  by  the  Board  is 
pure  and  wholesome. 

During  the  year,  the  scheme  whereby  an  Officer  of  the  Dearne 
Valley  Water  Board  obtained  samples  of  water  for  bacteriological 
examination  from  various  parts  of  the  district  was  continued. 

The  following  Report  has  been  received  from  the  Engineer  and 
Manager  of  the  Dearne  Valley  Water  Board  relative  to  water  supply 
during  1945  : — 

WATER  MAINS  AND  DISTRIBUTION. 

During  the  year  it  was  found  necessary  to  carry  out  work  of 
alteration  and  relocation  of  the  trunk  mains  distribution  in  Kirk  Balk 
and  Hawshaw  Lane. 

The  Upper  Hoyland  area  was  transferred  from  Kirk  Balk  mains 
supply  to  Platts  Common  mains  supply. 

It  was  also  found  necessary  to  extend  the  mains  at  Regent 
Street,  Hoyland  Common,  and  to  relay  section  of  the  Queen  Street 
mains  to  supply  the  Prefabricated  Houses  Schemes. 

Main  scraping  was  carried  out  on  the  whole  of  Tinker  Lane 

mains. 

The  temporary  supply  to  the  Railway  sidings  at  Stead  Lane  by 
means  of  4"  overground  pipes  was  discontinued  after  the  overhaul  of 
mains  from  Harley  to  Wentworth  Station. 


27 


WATER  SAMPLES. 

Thirty-nine  samples  of  water  have  been  taken  from  household 
taps  in  the  Urban  Area,  35  of  which  were  classified  as  satisfactory  and 
4 as  unsatisfactory,  although  the  Analyst’s  report  stated  that  sub- 
cultures showed  the  bacteria  to  be  of  a non-fsecal  type. 

In  addition  to  the  Samples  obtained  by  an  official  of  the  Water 
Board  and  examined  by  the  Board’s  Analyst,  I obtained  three  samples 
of  water  and  submitted  them  to  the  County  Bacteriologist  for 
examination.  One  sample  was  reported  as  containing  180  + presump- 
tive B.  Coli,  the  second  as  containing  18  + presumptive  B.  Coli,  and 
the  third  sample  reported  as  being  satisfactory. 

\ 

(b)  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  the  various  types 
of  sanitary  conveniences  in  use  in  the  district  at  the  close  of  the 
vear : — 

t-  


Type. 

No. 

Water  Closets 

• a « 

• • • 

3,926 

Waste  Water  Closets 

* . , 

• • • 

33 

Privies  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

18 

Pail  Closets 

• • • 

• • • 

25 

Total 

9 • • 

4,002 

(c)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICE. 

The  following  report  on  the  Public  Cleansing  Service  is  for  the 
financial  year  ending  31st  March,  1946. 

Table  I shows  the  number  of  the  various  types  of  refuse 
receptacles  in  use  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


TABLE  1.  Refuse  Receptacles. 


Ward 

Privy 

Middens 

Dry 

Ashpits 

Pails 

Dustbins 

Total 

Hoyland... 

3 

• • • 

• • • 

1,120 

1,123 

Hoyland  Common 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

1,181 

1,183 

St.  Peter’s 

2 

1 

• • • 

1,124 

1,127 

Elsecar  ... 

11 

25 

1,066 

1,102 

Totals 

18 

1 

1 

25 

4,491 

4,535 

TABLE  II. 


Public  Cleansing  Service.  Annual  Costing  Statement. 


Collection 

Disposal 

Incineration 

Tipping 

Item 

House  & Trade 
Refuse 

Excluding 

Adminis- 

trative, 

Deprecia- 

tion 

and  Loan 
Charges 

Including 

Adminis- 

trative, 

Deprecia- 

tion, 

and  Loan 
Charges 

Excluding 

Adminis- 

trative, 

Deprecia- 

tion, 

and  Loan 
Charges 

Including 

Adminis- 

trative, 

Deprecia- 

tion, 

and  Loan 
Charges 

Excluding 

Adminis- 

trative, 

Deprecia- 

tion, 

and  Loan 
Charges 

1 

Gross  Expenditure 

£ s.  d. 

2966  6 8 

£ s.  d. 

3102  11  9 

£ s.  d. 

169  18  6 

£ s.  d. 

237  8 7 

£ s.  d. 

407  17  10 

2 

Gross  Income 

22  3 4 

22  3 4 

11  1 8 

11  1 8 

— 

3 

Net  Cost  . . 

2944  3 4 

3080  8 5 

158  16  10 

226  6 11 

407  17  10 

4 

Net  Cost  per  Ton 

9 10 

10  3 

7 

9 

1 4 

5 

Net  Cost  per  1000 
Population 

202  15  4 

212  2 11 

10  18  9 

15  11  9 

28  1 10 

6 

Net  Cost  per 

1000  premises  . . 

674  6 10 

705  10  11 

36  7 6 

51  16  9 

93  8 5 

7 

Net  Cost  equivalent 
rate  in  the  £ . . 

15-58d. 

16-30d. 

0-84d. 

l-20d. 

2T6d. 

8 

Percentage  of  (7) 
to  total  rates 
in  the  £. . 

5-9% 

6‘2% 

0'32% 

0-45% 

0-82% 

Estimated  Population  (June,  1945) 
Number  of  Houses  or  Premises 
Rateable  Value  of  District  . . 
Product  of  Id.  Rate  . . 

Total  Rates  in  the  £ . . 


14,520 
4,366 
£50,472 
£189 
22 /- 


Year  ending  31st  March,  1946. 


Disposal 

Salvage 

Total  Collection, 
Disposal  and  Salvage 

Tipping 

Total 

Including 

Adminis- 

trative, 

Deprecia- 

tion, 

and  Loan 
Charges 

Excluding 

Adminis- 

trative, 

Deprecia- 

tion, 

and  Loan 
Charges 

Including 

Adminis- 

trative, 

Deprecia- 

tion, 

and  Loan 
Charges 

Excluding 

Adminis- 

trative, 

Deprecia- 

tion, 

and  Loan 
Charges 

Including 

Adminis- 

trative, 

Deprecia- 

tion, 

and  Loan 
Charges 

Excluding 

Adminis- 

trative, 

Deprecia- 

tion, 

and  Loan 
Charges 

Including 

Adminis- 

trative, 

Deprecia- 

tion, 

and  Loan 
Charges 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

420  15  7 

577  16  4 

658  4 2 

334  3 6 

340  9 7 

3878  6 6 

4101  5 6 

— 

11  1 8 

11  1 8 

275  15  8 

275  15  8 

309  0 8 

309  0 8 

420  15  7 

566  14  8 

647  2 6 

58  7 10 

64  13  11 

3569  5 10 

3792  4 10 

1 5 

1 11 

2 2 

2 

3 

11  11 

12  8 

28  19  7 

39  0 7 

44  11  4 

4 0 5 

4 9 2 

245  16  4 

261  3 5 

96  7 6 

129  15  11 

148  4 3 

13  7 5 

14  16  3 

817  10  2 

868  11  5 

2-23d. 

3 00d. 

3-43d. 

0-30d. 

0-34d. 

18-88d. 

20‘07d. 

0'84% 

1-14% 

1-29% 

o-n% 

0-13% 

7'15% 

7-62% 

Total  Tonnage  Collected 
Output  of  Refuse  per  1,000  pop.  per  annum 
do.  do.  day 

Average  length  of  haul 


T.  C.  Q. 
5,986  16  0 
412  6 1 

12  2 
One  Mile 


TABLE  III.  Public  Cleansing  Service. 
Details  of  Expenditure,  Year  Ending  31st  March,  19$6. 


No. 

Item 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

Refuse  Collection. 

f 

1 

Wages  of  Scavengers 

1695  7 2 

2 

Superannuation 

44  1 6 

3 

National  Insurance 

34  15  10 

4 

Tools  and  Implements 

2 12  0 

5 

Transport  Charges 

-1281  9 1 

6 

Miscellaneous 

7 15  7 

7 

Proportion  of  General 

Charges 

36  10  7 

3102  11  9 

Refuse  Disposal. 

(a)  By  Incineration 

8 

Wages 

129  4 5 

9 

Superannuation 

5 10  4 

10 

National  Insurance 

2 16 

11 

Rents,  Rates,  Taxes 

and  Insurance 

12  0 

12 

Fuel,  Light  and  Water 

9 4 

13 

Repairs  to  Plant 

32  0 11 

14 

Tools  and  Implements 

— 

15 

Loan  Charges 

64  14  0 

16 

Miscellaneous 

— 

17 

Proportion  of  General 

Charges 

2 16  1 

237  8 7 

(b)  By  Tipping 

18 

Wages 

361  12  2 

19 

Superannuation 

12  3 11 

20 

National  Insurance 

7 1 1 

21 

Rents,  Rates,  Taxes 

and  Insurance 

24  19  0 

22 

Tools  and  Implements 

1 18  9 

23 

Transport  Charges 

5 7 10 

24 

Miscellaneous 

— 

25 

Proportion  of  General 

Charges 

7 12  10 

420  15  7 

Salvage. 

26 

Wages 

290  10  7 

27 

Superannuation 

4 18  8 

28 

National  Insurance 

5 6 11 

29 

Maintenance 

17  0 

30 

Transport  Charges 

32  0 4 

31 

Miscellaneous 

— 

32 

Proportion  of  General 

Charges 

6 6 1 

340  9 7 

998  13  9 

Gross  Expenditure— Collection,  Disposal  and  Salvage 

£4101  5 6 

Less  Gross  Income — Collection,  Disposal  and  Salvage 

309  0 8 

Net  Expenditure— Collection,  Disposal  and  Salvage  .. 

£3792  4 10 

TABLE  IV, 

Public  Cleansing  Service— Place  of  Disposal. 


* 
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COLLECTION. 

Table  V shows  the  number  of  refuse  receptacles  emptied  and 
loads  removed  during  the  year,  together  with  their  estimated  weight. 

TABLE  V. 


Public  Cleansing-  Service. — Summary  of  Work  Done. 


Receptacles 

No.  Emptied 

No.  of  Loads 

Estimated  Weight 

* 

Dustbins 

228,136 

2,844 

T. 

5,617 

c. 

10 

Q. 

0 

Dry  Ashpits  ... 

9 

7 

14 

14 

0 

Privy  Middens 

192 

38 

79 

16 

0 

Pails  ... 

1,280 

64 

134 

8 

0 

Total  .. 

229,617 

2,953 

5,846 

8 

0 

% 

Trade  Refuse  ... 

4,334 

234 

140 

• 

8 

0 

Grand  Total  ... 

233,951 

3,187 

5,986 

16 

0 

The  weight  of  refuse  collected  is  estimated  on  the  basis  of  a 
series  of  test  weighings,  which  are  carried  out  once  in  every  three 
months,  every  load  collected  by  each  motor  during  the  whole  of  one 
week  being  weighed. 


Based  on  the  estimated  weight,  the  weight  of  house  refuse 
collected  per  1,000  population  per  day  was  equal  to  22*59  cwts.  The 
following  statement  shows  this  figure  for  the  past  five  years. 


1941/42 

1942/43 

1948/44 

1944/45 

1945/46 


25*63  cwts. 
22-44  „ 

21-63  „ 

21- 29  „ 

22- 59  „ 


During  the  year  the  department  was  asked  to  tip  household 
refuse  in  the  Hoyland  Common  Recreation  Ground  in  order  to  level 
the  ground  sufficiently  to  enable  Football  League  Matches  to  be  played 
there.  Eight  hundred  loads,  with  an  estimated  weight  of  1,559  tons 
12  cwts.,  have  been  tipped  under  controlled  tipping  methods,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  site  will  be  completed  by  the  Autumn  of  1946. 
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SALVAGE. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  collection  of  Salvage  has  remained  an 
integral  part  of  the  Public  Cleansing  Service. 

Taken  as  a whole,  the  weights  of  the  various  materials  salvaged 
have  fallen  when  compared  with  those  for  previous  years.  This  is 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  collections  have  been  maintained  since 
the  beginning  of  the  war  and  consequently  stocks  of  these  materials 
have  not  been  able  to  accumulate  in  dwelling-houses  throughout  the 
district. 

I give  below  a summary  of  the  weights  of  the  various  materials 
salvaged  during  the  year,  together  with  the  value  of  each  class  of 
material,  and  also  a statement  showing  the  total  amount  of  salvaged 
materials  sold  and  their  value. 


SALYAGE  STATISTICS. 
Year  ended  81st  March,  1946. 


Tons 

Cwts.  Q 

rs. 

lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Paper  ... 

87 

19 

— 

250 

1 

4 

Ferrous  Metals 

1 

17 

2 

— 

6 

15 

11 

Non-Ferrous  Metals 

. . . — 

8 

1 

22 

3 

9 

7 

Rags,  etc. 

1 

4 

1 

— 

12 

13 

0 

Bones  ... 

— 

10 

2 

14 

2 

15 

10 

41 

14 

3 

8 

£275 

15 

8 

TOTAL  SALVAGE 

SOLD. 

May  1940 

to  March 

1946. 

Tons 

Cwts.  Q 

rs. 

lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Paper  ... 

421 

11 

2 

— 

2346 

6 

8 

Ferrous  Metals 

106 

2 

2 

— 

160 

18 

n 

Non-Ferrous  Metals 

1 

12 

1 

11 

40 

9 

5 

Rubber 

7 

4 

2 

— 

15 

19 

3 

Rags  ... 

14 

1 

14 

174 

8 

11 

Bones  ... 

10 

3 

8 

41 

17 

10J 

Glass  ... 

8 

12 

— 

14 

0 

1 

564 

7 

— • 

£2794 

0 

4 

It  should  be  pointed  out 

that  the 

vvei 

ghts  of  salvage  sold 

are 

those  of  materials  collected  by  the  Public  Cleansing  Service  only,  and 
do  not  include  materials  sold  either  by  the  Housing  or  Highways 
Departments  of  the  Council.  Similarly,  the  income  is  from  the 
materials  collected  by  the  Public  Cleansing  Service,  and  no  income 
from  the  sale  of  materials  sold  by  the  Housing  or  Highways 
Departments  is  included  in  the  figures  given  above. 


4. 
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So  far  as  Kitchen  Waste  is  concerned,  there  has  been  no 
organised  collection  of  this  class  of  Salvage  by  the  Council.  For  a 
large  number  of  years  there  has  been  a mutual  agreement  between  pig 
and  poultry  keepers  and  householders  in  the  district  in  this  respect. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE 
DISTRICT. 

•*ss 

(1)  Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections. 

During  the  year  the  following  Inspections  were  made  by  the 
Sanitary  Staff : — 


HOUSING.  No.  of 

Nature  of  Inspections  Visits  paid 

Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  1164 

Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  ...  866 

Miscellaneous  Housing  ...  ...  ...  164 

Housing  Works  in  Progress ...  ...  ...  267 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTIONS. 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  181 

Other  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  275 

Butchers  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  ...  ...  21 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  ...  ...  31 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  45 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  26 

Milk — Bacteriological  Examination  ...  ...  47 

Tubercle  Bacilli  ...  ...  ...  47 

Food  and  Drugs  ...  ...  ...  75 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  ...  ...  ...  116 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Inquiries  and  Disinfection  ...  ...  ...  98 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  106 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  ...  ...  ...  197 
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GENERAL  SANITATION. 


Water  Supply 

... 

71 

Drainage 

... 

485 

Stables  and  Piggeries 

... 

45 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ... 

... 

35 

Factories 

...  ...  ... 

56 

Workshops 

... 

23 

Bakehouses 

...  ...  ... 

12 

Public  Conveniences 

...  ...  ... 

10 

Theatres  and  Places  of  Entertainment 

9 

Refuse  Collection  ... 

...  . • . ••• 

121 

Refuse  Disposal 

...  ...  • • • 

227 

Rats  and  Mice 

...  • • • 

148 

Petroleum  Officer  ... 

...  • - • • • • 

286 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 

277 

Interviews 

...  •••  ... 

515 

Salvage  ... 

• . . ...  ••• 

326 

Billeting... 

...  ...  ... 

212 

Shops 

... 

24 

Total  No.  of  Inspections 

6138 

(2)  Number  of  Notices  Served. 

Table  VI  shows  the  action  taken  to  secure  the  abatement  of 
nuisances  and  the  removal  of  conditions  dangerous  to  health. 


TABLE  VI. 

Number  of  Notices  Served. 


Notices 

Out- 

standing 

31/12/44 

Number 

Served 

Complied 

with 

Work  done 
by  L.A. 
in  Default 

Out- 
standing at 
31/12/45 

Informal 

3 

215 

208 

— 

10 

Statutory 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Total  .... 

3 

218 

211 

— 

10 

I 
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(8)  Complaints  Received. 

During  the  year,  365  complaints  were  received  as  detailed 
below  : — 

Nature  of  Complaint  No.  Received 


Dilapidations  ...  . ... 

...  ... 

34 

Choked  Drains 

• • • . . . 

149 

Choked  Street  Gully 

• « • • • • 

6 

Nuisances — Poultry 

• • • • • • 

1 

Smells  in  kitchen 

• • • • » • 

3 

Smells  in  cellar... 

• • • * • • 

1 

Burst  Water  Pipes 

• • • • • • 

9 

Defective  W.C.  Cisterns 

• • • • ♦ • 

11 

Defective  Drains  ... 

• • • • • • 

3 

Rats  and  Mice 

• • • « • » 

5 

Verminous  Premises 

e » • 

118 

Inadequate  Water  Supply  ... 

• • • • » * 

4 

Defective  Sink  Waste  Pipe  ... 

• • • ... 

4 

Defective  W.C.  Pedestal 

• • % • „ . 

6 

Sewage  in  Cellar  ... 

• • • ® «■  * 

10 

Defective  Sink 

* • * • • • 

1 

365 

FACTORIES  AND 

WORKSHOPS. 

There  are  52  Factories  and  Workshops  registered  in  the  district ? 
and  79  inspections  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year.  No 
complaints  have  been  received  during  the  year  from  H.M.  Inspector  of 
Factories  regarding  the  condition  or  insufficiency  of  sanitary  con- 
veniences or  cleanliness  in  general. 

Two  additional  Factories  were  established  during  the  year  in 
existing  buildings,  additional  sanitary  conveniences  were  provided  and 
in  one  case  an  external  fire  escape  provided. 

There  were  three  cases  of  uncleanliness  met  with  during  the 
year  during  the  inspection  of  Factories  and  Workshops,  all  of  which 
were  remedied  in  consequence  of  informal  action. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  nuisance  from  smoke  was  noted  within  the  district  during 
the  year,  and  therefore  no  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Part  1.  Section  14  ( 2 ). 

There  are  36  premises  registered  under  the  provisions  of  the 
above-mentioned  Act. 

The  premises  have  been  inspected  at  various  times  and  have 
been  found  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

HOUSING. 

During  the  year  1945  a total  of  319  houses  were  inspected  for 
housing  defects  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts;  1,164 
visits  being  made  in  this  connection. 

Housing  repairs  were  carried  out,  but  some  difficulty  was 
experienced  on  account  of  the  shortage  of  labour  and  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  materials. 

The  question  of  overcrowding  remains  very  vexed,  and  under 
the  present  circumstances  it  is  very  difficult  to  keep  a close  check  on 
families  who  were  known  to  be  living  under  overcrowded  conditions. 
The  difficulty  is  not  so  much  the  question  of  large  individual  families 
living  in  small  houses  as  that  of  a son  or  daughter  getting  married  and 
living  with  parents,  etc.  Cases  have  been  reported  to  the  department 
of  as  many  as  four  families  living  in  one  small  house. 

The  repair  and  maintenance  of  existing  houses  is  a very  serious 
problem.  The  number  of  property  repairing  firms  within  the  district 
is  totally  inadequate  to  carry  out  the  necessary  repairs  within  a 
reasonable  period.  Excuses  of  lack  of  labour  and  materials  are  all  too 
frequently  met  with,  and  many  dwelling-houses  that  were  pre-war 
borderline  demolition  subjects  are  to-day  clearly  defined  for  future 
action. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

The  food  supplies  of  the  district  have  again  had  constant 
supervision  throughout  the  year,  meat  and  milk  taking  preference,  as 
the  ensuing  details  will  show. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

(1)  Milk  and  Dairies  Order , 1926. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  particulars  as  recorded  in 


the  registers  at  the  31st  December,  1945  : — 

No.  of  persons  registered  as  cowkeepers  ...  ...  16 

No.  of  premises  registered  as  cowsheds  ...  ...  22 

No.  of  cowkeepers  who  are  also  retailers  of  milk  ...  14 

No.  of  cows  on  registered  premises  (approximately)  ...  175 

No.  of  persons  registered  as  dairymen  ...  ...  14 

No.  of  persons  registered  as  retail  purveyors  of  milk  72 

No.  of  persons  resident  outside  the  district  retailing 

milk  in  the  area  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 
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Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. 

Table  VII  shows  the  number  of  samples  obtained  and  examined 
at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  County  Hall,  Wakefield. 


TABLE  VII. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk. 


♦ 

Results  of  Examination 

Milk  Produced 

V 

In 

Hoyland 

Outside 

Hoyland 

Total 

No.  of  Samples 
satisfactory 

14 

18 

27 

No.  of  Samples 

unsatisfactory 

14 

6 

20 

Totals 

28 

19 

47 

1 

/ 

The  standard  aimed  at  within  the  district  is  that  for  Accredited 

milk. 

The  examination  of  ordinary  milk  by  the  Methylene  Blue 
Reduction  Test  instead  of  the  Plate  Count  Test  is  still  in  operation. 

This  test  requires  that  samples  of  milk,  to  satisfy  the  test, 
should  not,  between  the  1st  of  May  and  31st  October,  decolourise  the 
Methylene  Blue  at  the  end  of  4^  hours,  or  if  taken  between  1st 
November  and  30th  April,  should  not  decolourise  Methylene  Blue  at 
the  end  of  5^  hours. 


Milk  ( Special  Designation ) Order,  1936. 

During  the  year  1945,  one  supplementary  licence  to  retail 
Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  in  this  area  was  granted. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION. 

As  in  previous  years  since  the  outbreak  of  war,  meat  for  sale  in 
the  various  butchers’  shops  in  the  district  was  brought  into  the  district 
from  the  Ministry  of  Food’s  Dispersal  Centre. 

The  amount  of  slaughtering  of  pigs  kept  by  householders 
showed  a further  increase  during  the  year,  probably  due  to  the 
development  of  pig  clubs.  These  pigs  were  slaughtered  under  permits 
issued  by  the  Local  Food  Executive  Officer.  In  almost  every  case, 
notification  of  the  time  of  slaughter  was  received  by  the  Health 
Department  and  the  carcases  of  nearly  300  pigs  were  inspected  by  the 
Council’s  Meat  Inspectors. 

TUBERCULOSIS.  11  pigs’  heads. 

5 pigs’  plucks. 

2 pigs’  mesenteries. 

CIRRHOSIS.  2 pigs’  livers. 

PERICARDITIS.  2 pigs’  hearts. 

SARCOMA.  1 pig’s  spleen. 

OTHER  FOODS. 

Details  of  foodstuffs  condemned  and  voluntarily  surrendered 
are  given  below. 

Tinned  Foodstuffs.  No.  of  Tins 

Sardines  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tongue...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Minced  Beef  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Meat  and  Vegetables  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pilchards  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Salmon...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Soup  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Peas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Beans  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  99 

Herrings  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Casserole  Steak  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Chopped  Ham  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Luncheon  Meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Sausage  Meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Pork  and  Beans  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


228 
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Other  Foodstuffs. 

Seville  Orange^ 

• • . 

• • • 

784  lbs. 

Rice 

• • 9 

...  3 ,, 

J am 

« « 4 

... 

11  „ 

798  lbs. 

Orange  Juice 

0 4* 

68  bottles 

Eggs 

• ♦ ♦ 

... 

154 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

This  Act  is  administered  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council, 
who  have  a scheme  whereby  samples  of  milk  may  be  taken  and 
submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  by  the  local  Sanitary  Inspector. 

During  the  year  1945,  37  samples  of  new  milk  were  obtained 
under  this  scheme,  and  the  results  of  the  analyses  are  shown  in 
Table  VIII. 

With  respect  to  Samples  Numbers  558,  564,  567,  573  and  589, 
the  Analyst  reported  that  whilst  the  solids  not  fat  fall  below  the 
presumptive  limit  of  8 -5%  the  freezing  point  indicated  that  the  milk 
was  genuine. 

Samples  .Numbers  562,  586  and  588  were  reported  by  the 
Analyst  as  containing  only  91%,  88%  and  88%  of  the  minimum  amount 
of  fat  required  respectively.  A caution  by  the  Clerk  to  the  West 
Riding  County  Council  was  given  to  the  milk  purveyors  concerned. 

Sample  Number  564  was  reported  by  the  Analyst  as  containing 
only  8*04%  solids  not  fat,  indicating  the  addition  of  5*4%  water.  An 
“ Appeal  to  the  Cow”  Sample  was  taken  and  as  the  Analyst’s  report 
shewed  that  this  Sample  contained  only  8*22%  solids  not  fat,  no 
further  action  was  taken. 


Rats  and  Mice  ( Destruction ) Act,  1919. 

Various  instances  of  rat  and  mice  infestation  were  met  with 
during  the  year,  and  baits  were  prepared  and  laid  in  appropriate 
places.  The  results  were  very  satisfactory  and  the  procedure  adopted 
met  with  considerable  success. 

The  action  referred  tO'above  has  been  carried  out  systematically 
for  many  years  in  this  district.  There  are  still  minor  infestations  of 
rats,  and  they  are  usually  found  in  the  vicinity  of  pig-stys,  etc.  Food 
stores  and  food  shops  appear  to  be  very  slightly  affected  by  rat  and 
mice  infestation. 
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Billeting. 

Daring  the  year  the  “war-time  visitors”  returned  to  their 
homes.  Organised  parties  of  “ unaccompanied  children*’  wrere  escorted 
to  Barnsley  for  entrainment  to  London.  Many  tears  were  shed  by  the 
children  and  the  foster  parents  who  had  in  many  cases  grown  to 
regard  the  children  as  members  of  their  own  family. 


Conclusion . 

During  the  year,  in  addition  to  the  activities  set  out  in  the 
foregoing  Report,  the  Health  Department  has  dealt  with  such  matters 
as  Fuel  Control,  Treatment  and  Disposal  of  Foodstuffs  Contaminated 
by  Gas,  Emergency  Mortuaries,  etc. 

Concluding  this  Report  I wish  to  thank  those  who  have  assisted 
in  its  preparation.  I should  also  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  for  his  keen  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
Department,  and  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  who  have 
encouraged  our  efforts  by  their  consideration  and  support. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  G.  DANKS, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 

July,  1946. 
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TABLE  VIII.  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 


No.  of 
Sample 

Specific 

Gravity 

Total 

Solids 

% 

Milk 

Fat 

% 

Solids 
not  Fat 

% 

Ash 

% 

Preser- 

vative 

557 

1-0313 

12-14 

3 60 

8-54 

•72 

• • 

558 

1 0303 

11-48 

3-25 

8-23 

•74 

559 

10312 

1200 

3-50 

8-50 

•70 

560 

1-0328 

12-36 

3-48 

8-88 

•72 

561 

1-0323 

12-56 

3-74 

8-82 

•72 

562 

1-0313 

11-10 

2-73 

8-37 

•72 

563 

1-0317 

12  64 

3-76 

888 

•72 

564 

1-0296 

11-20 

3-16 

804 

•70 

565 

10317 

11-92 

3-33 

8-59 

•72 

566 

1-0317 

12  36 

3-70 

8-66 

•72 

567 

1-0312 

11-62 

3-18 

8 44 

•72 

568 

1-0320 

11-66 

3-06 

8-60 

•70 

569 

1-0305 

11-18 

2-96 

8-22 

•72 

570 

1-0313 

13-20 

4-48 

8-72 

•72 

571 

1-0322 

12-08 

3-37 

8-71 

•72 

572 

1-0323 

12  00 

3-28 

872 

•72 

573 

1-0298 

12  04 

3-80 

8-24 

•72 

574 

1-0326 

1202 

3-24 

8-78 

•72 

575 

1-0318 

11-54 

300 

8-54 

•70 

576 

1-0320 

12-36 

3-64 

8-72. 

•72 

577 

1 0329 

12-20 

3-33 

8-87 

•72 

578 

1-0322 

13-50 

4-55 

8-95 

•74 

579 

1-0326 

12-42 

3-57 

8-85 

•72 

580 

1-0322 

11-78 

312 

8-66 

•70 

581 

1-0315 

12-32 

3-71 

8 61 

•72 

582 

Sour 

11-92 

3 38 

8-54 

•70 

583 

Sour 

11-60 

3-00 

8-60 

•72 

584 

Sour 

1212 

3-60 

8-52 

•72 

585 

Sour 

13-46 

4-76 

8-70 

•74 

586 

Sour 

11-16 

2-64 

8-52 

•70 

587 

Sour 

1208 

3-54 

8-54 

•72 

588 

1-0325 

11-28 

2-G4 

8-64 

•72 

589 

1 0305 

11-80 

3-47 

8 33 

•70 

590 

1-0310 

12-70 

4-12 

8-58 

•72 

591 

1-0322 

12-34 

3-58 

8 76 

•72 

592 

1-0315 

12-38 

3-76 

8-62 

•72 

593 

1-0309 

13-04 

4-42 

8-62 

•73 

Average 

1-0296 

12-09 

3-49 

8-01 

•72 

• • 

f 


l 


J 


